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his own dominions, where the Turks soon followed
him. But this time' they were not successful. The
Wallachian army routed them with such slaughter
that they retired, and the defeat and capture of the
Sultan Bajazet by Timour the Tartar at Angora a
few years later gave rise to a disputed succession,
which was most favourable to the Roumanian cause.
Mirtschea, who was not only a good soldier but a
clever diplomatist, played off one Turkish pretender
against another till the accession of Mohammed I.
reunited the scattered forces of the Ottoman Empire
and forced him to submit. For the second time
Wallachia bowed before a Turkish suzerain, while
preserving her local independence. Moldavia, more
fortunate because more remote, had hitherto escaped
the Ottoman yoke. But she had been forced to
acknowledge the overlordship of her Northern neigh-
bour, the King of Poland, who regarded her chief, or
vo'ivode^ as his vassal.

Mirtschea died in 1418, not long after this second
submission to the Turks. Had he been born at a
period when they were less powerful, he might have
founded a strong kingdom. But, like all the other
minor monarchs of his age, he had to yield before the
invincible Janissaries. His countrymen cherish his
memory, and one of the poets of modern Roumania
has sung how

u The aged Mirtschea, firm and undismayed,
With his braves, a handful, meets the furious raid."

The next quarter of a century, in both Wallachia
and Moldavia, was marked by civil wars, which dis-